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Connective Tissue Disorders 

Connective tissue is thie material inside your body that supports many of its 
parts. It is tlie "cellular glue" that gives your tissues their shape and helps keep 
them strong. It also helps some of your tissues do their work. Cartilage and fat 

are examples of connective tissue. 

There are over 200 disorders that impact connective tissue. Some, like 
cellulitis, are the result of an infection. Injuries can cause connective tissue 
disorders, such as scars. Others, such as Ehler s-D anlos synd rome. Marfan 
syndrome , and osteogenesis imperfecta , are genetic. Still others, like 
scleroderma , have no know/n cause. Each disorder has its own symptoms and 
needs different treatment. 
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Overviews 

• Questions and An.swere..aMut..He.rita^ 

NtH (National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 
Diseases) 

Specific Conditions 

• Cutis L a xa (Merck & Co., Inc.) 

• Dupuytren's Disease (American Society for Surgery of the Hand) 

• Limited Scleroderma (CREST Syndrome) (Mayo Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research) 

• Lipomas (American Academy of Family Physicians) 
Also available in Spanish 

• Mixed Connective Tissue Disease (Mayo Foundation for Medical 
Education and Research) 

• Mucopolysaccharidoses NJH (National Institute of Neurological Disorders 
and Stroke) 

Also available in Spanish 
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• Cartilage Disorders 
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National Institutes of Health 

The primary NIH organization for 
research on Connective Tissue 
Disorders is the National Institute of 
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 



• Mucopolysaccharidos^^^^ NtH (National Institute of Neurological Disorders 
and Stroke) - Short Summary 

• Related Disorder s: I n t roduction (National Marfan Foundation) 

• Stickler Syndrome (Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and 
Research) 

• Wha t Is PXE ( Pseu do x anth o ma Elastlcum)? (PXE International, Inc.) 

Related Issues 

• PXE and Cardiology (PXE International, Inc.) 

• PXE and Dentistry (PXE International, Inc.) 

• PXE and the Vascular System (PXE International, Inc.) 

• PXE: Frequently Asked Questions (PXE International, Inc.) 

• What I s Cellulite ? (Nemours Foundation) 
Also available in Spanish 

Clinical Trials 

• ClinicalTrials.qov: Connective Tissue Diseases NIH (National Institutes of 
Health) 

• Cli nicalTrials.qov: Mixed Co nne ctive Tissue Disea se NIH (National 
Institutes of Health) 

• ClinicalTrials.gov: Pseudoxanthoma Elastlcum NIH (National Institutes of 
Health) 

• NI H Pediat ric Rhe um atology Clinic NIH (Nationallnstitute of Arthritis and 
Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases) 
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Genetics 

• Ge netic Testing f or P XE (PXE International, Inc.) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Achondrogenesis NiH (National Library of 
Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Congenital contractural arachnodactviv NIH 
(National Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Czech dy splasia NIH (National Library of 
Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Hypochondro genesis NIH (National Library of 
Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Kniest dysplasia NIH (National Library of 
Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Otospondylomeqaepiphyseal dysplasia NIH 
(National Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Platvspondylic lethal skeletal d ysplasia. 
Torrance type NW (National Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference SpondyloepimelapJiyseaLdyselasia, S^^^ 
type NIH (National Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Spondyloepiphyseal dysplasia congenita NIH 
(National Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Spondyloperipheral dysplasia NIH (National 
Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Refe r ence: Stic kler syndrome NIH (National Library of 
Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Weill-Marchesani syndrome NIH (National 
Library of Medicine) 

• Genetics Home Reference: Weissenbacher-ZweymQIIer syndrome NiH 
(National Library of Medicine) 
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Journal Articles 

References and abstracts from MEDLINE/PubMed (National Library of Medicine) 

• Article: Autosomal recessive myosclerosis myopathy is a collagen VI 
disorder. 



• Article: Diagnostic workup for mixed connective tissue disease in 
childiiood. 

• Article: alphal -Antitrypsin augmentation tlierapy for PI*MZ iieterozygotes: 
a cautionary note. 
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Dictionaries/Glossaries 

• Glossary of Genetics Terms (PXE International, Inc.) 
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t Arthritis Foundation 
Also available in Spanish 

• National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases NIH 

Also available In Spanish 



• PXE International, inc. 
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Children 

• Juvenile Arthritis: Disease Ty pes (Arthritis Foundation) 

• PXE and Your Child (PXE International. Inc.) 
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Women 

• P XE Frequent l y Asked Questi on s: Women ' s Issues (PXE International, 
Inc.) 
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